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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

Bank First announces recent new hire and promotions 
 

MANITOWOC, Wis, October 21, 2020 – Mike Molepske, Chief Executive Officer of Bank First 

(NASDAQ: BFC), is pleased to announce a new hire and several promotions. 

 

“At Bank First, we understand the value of building a team with exceptional skills to support the 

growth of the bank while continuing to meet the needs of the communities we serve. We proudly 

recognize the talent and dedication of several key team members and announce a welcome 

addition to Bank First. It is with great pleasure we announce the following,” stated Molepske.  

 

Rich Balge recently rejoined the bank as Market President. Previously, Rich served as Retail Banker 

and Sheboygan Market President at Bank First and left for a short period to explore another 

opportunity. In his new role, Balge will be responsible for the oversight of retail and community 

development efforts in the bank’s Plymouth market. Balge currently serves on the Board of Directors 

of the John Michael Kohler Arts Center, UW-Sheboygan Foundation, and the Lakeshore 

Community Foundation. He also serves on the Stefanie H. Weill Center Endowment Committee. 

Balge received his bachelor’s degree in finance from UW-Milwaukee, and earned his master’s 

degree in management from Cardinal Stritch University. He is also a graduate of the Graduate 

School of Banking at UW-Madison. Rich enjoys visiting the family cabin in Mercer, reading, 

playing piano, trapshooting, and serving the community as a volunteer. He resides in Kohler with 

his wife, Amy. They have two grown children. 

 

Joshua Neeb has been promoted to Regional President. Josh joined the bank in 2018 as 

Business Banking Lead. He has over 18 years of experience in the banking industry, most recently 

serving as Sheboygan Market President. In his new role, Josh is responsible for mentoring and 

managing the team of bankers in the Sheboygan County region, as well as supporting existing 

and developing new business relationships. Focused on community involvement, Neeb is a 

member of the Sheboygan Economic Club and recently served on the Board of Directors of 

 

 



 

 

Oostburg Christian School. He also serves as an assistant youth baseball and basketball coach, 

and teacher for Junior Achievement. Neeb earned his bachelor’s degree from Northwestern 

College, where he majored in finance and accounting. He resides in Oostburg with his wife and 

their four children. 

 

Cheryl Schuh has been promoted to Senior Vice President - Commercial Loan Operations 

Manager. Cheryl joined the bank in 2005 as an Account Manager and later moved to the 

Manitowoc region to manage the bank’s Loan Operations team. Most recently, Cheryl served as 

Vice President - Deposit Operations Manager. Schuh’s wealth of knowledge in banking and 

extensive experience in commercial lending will enhance the established commercial loan 

operations team and help it to grow in line with the bank’s strategic plan. Cheryl has over 30 years 

of banking experience. She earned her associate’s degree in accounting from Lakeshore 

Technical College and recently began working towards her business administration degree from 

Lakeland University. Cheryl enjoys walking, biking and golfing. 

 

Elizabeth Miller has been promoted to Deposit Operations Manager. Elizabeth joined the bank 

in 2009 as a Teller/Customer Service Representative and advanced into other roles such as 

Personal Banker, Assistant Branch Manager and most recently Branch Operations/Training 

Coordinator. In her new role, Elizabeth will use her extensive banking experience to oversee 

deposit operations of the bank. Elizabeth is a board member of the Plymouth Intergenerational 

Center (Generations) and the Plymouth Arts Center. She attended Lakeshore Technical College 

and plans to pursue a bachelor’s degree in business administration at Lakeland University. 

Elizabeth enjoys spending time with her husband, Joe, and their three children. Her hobbies 

include crafting, spending time in her garden and flowerbeds, as well as hunting and fishing at 

their family cabin. 

 

Naji Allan has been promoted to Business Banking Officer. Naji joined the bank in 2019 as a 

Business Banking Analyst and has quickly progressed into a key member of the business banking 

team. In his new role, he will assist new and existing business customers in the Sheboygan area. 

With a history of volunteerism through youth development and sports programs, Naji is looking 

forward to returning to his Sheboygan roots and re-establishing community connections. He 

received his bachelor’s degree in finance and international business management at UW-

Oshkosh. Naji enjoys exercising, traveling, and football Sundays.  



 

 

 

 

For more information about Bank First, visit www.BankFirstWI.bank. 

 
 # # # 

 

Bank First Corporation provides financial services through its subsidiary, Bank First, which was incorporated in 1894. 
The Bank is an independent community bank with 24 banking locations in Wisconsin. The Bank has grown through 
both acquisitions and de novo branch expansion. The Bank offers loan, deposit and treasury management products at 
each of its banking offices. Insurance services are available through our bond with Ansay & Associates, LLC. Trust, 
investment advisory and other financial services are offered through the Bank’s partnership with Legacy Private Trust, 
an alliance with Morgan Stanley and an affiliation with McKenzie Financial Services, LLC. The Bank is a co-owner of a 
data processing subsidiary, UFS, LLC, which provides data and technology services to banks in the Midwest. The 
Company employs approximately 311 full-time equivalent staff and has assets of approximately $2.6 billion. Further 
information about Bank First Corporation is available by clicking on the Investor Relations tab at 
www.BankFirstWI.bank. 
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